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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, September 10, 2015

6:30 p.m.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Good evening.

Willie Bell, vice chair. Just before--I will be
chairing the meeting tonight. Our chairperson,
Lisa Carter, could not be in attendance and she
sent her regrets and wants us to go forward to
have a great meeting. At this time I'm going to
ask our one and only, Commissioner Bishop Vann to
invocation, please.

BISHOP VANN: May we pray. God, we
thank you and we praise you tonight for your
goodness and mercy and kindness toward us. We
ask that as we continue this meeting and we
deliberate for the building of this City that you
would bless the entire Detroit Police Department,
its leadership and its staff. We ask that you
would bless the Board of Police Commissioners as
we deliberate over the police business of the
City that is on our Agenda tonight and bless the
community that we serve.

We're happy to be here tonight and we

thank you for the opportunity to connect with
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members of the community. Now, bless us as we go
further into this meeting. We give you praise
and grace. Amen.

COMMISSIONER BELL: At this time I'm
going to conduct the roll call by asking the
commissioners to my immediate left to introduce
themselves and whatever brief remarks they might
want to make in reference to this evening's
meeting.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Richard Shelby,
Commissioner, District 1.

BISHOP VANN: Commissioner Edgar Vann,
Commissioner District 2 Northwest Detroit.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Commissioner
Ricardo Moore, District 7, Northwest Detroit, 2nd
Precinct, 6th Precinct and 10th Precinct.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: Eva Dewalsche,
Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER BROOKS: Betty Brooks,
Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER BELL: I assume that's
the roll call. I'm going to ask our secretary,
Mr. Anthony, to give us who is absent at this
time.

MR. ANTHONY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. For
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the record, George Anthony, secretary to the
Board. Several commissioners have asked to be
excused. You've already indicated that the Chair
Lisa Carter has asked to be excused. As has
Commissioner Willie E. Burton, Conrad Mallet Jr.,
Darnell R. White and Reginald Crawford; and that
completes the absences.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Mr. Secretary, do we
have a quorum?

MR. ANTHONY: You do have a quorum, Mr.
Chair.

COMMISSIONER BELL: We can move forward.
At this time, he needs no introduction, but I'm
going to go through the formality anyway,
Assistant Chief Steven Dolunt.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Hi.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Mr. Anthony, and
would you introduce staff of the commission,
please.

MR. ANTHONY: Thank you, sir. We have
seated in the front Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, if
you don't mind. Thank you. She is our Chief
Investigator from the Office of the Chief
Investigator.

Ms. Linda Bernard; she is our Attorney
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to the Board.

Mr. Robert Brown; he is our
Administrative Assistant.

We also have present our Supervising
Investigator from the Office of the Chief
Investigator, Mr. Abdula Nelson. Our recorders
for this evening are Sergeant Allen Quinn, who is
walking on the opposite wall and Ms. Shay Coleman
from Hanson Court Reporting Service.

That completes the introduction.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you. I want
to say that we are happy to return to the Boy
Scouts of America and we really thank them for
their hospitality. Anybody here representing the
Boy Scouts of America at this time? If not, I
just want to say we always enjoy the hospitality.
We always enjoy the meeting accommodation and
this really is a blessed opportunity to be in the
midst of a Boy Scout activity. I know this
building is probably very active during the year
and, you know, in terms of Boy Scouts. We don't
have anything like this on the east side of
Detroit, and hopefully--but I'm always impressed
with the Boy Scouts and the Girl Scouts, you

know, in terms of the type of leadership skills
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that they develop. And I'm pretty sure it's
definitely needed in this day and age. So, once
again, I want to thank them for their
hospitality.

Commissioner, the Chair would entertain
approval of Agenda for tonight's meeting.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: So move.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Properly moved.
Ready for question. Those in favor.

(A1l indicated aye.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?

(None responded.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Motion carries. And
we have opportunity to review the Minutes
hopefully prior to this meeting. And at this
time the chair will entertain approval of the
Minutes for Thursday September 3, 2015.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Discussion. Those
in favor aye.

(A1l indicated aye.)
COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed.
(None responded.)
COMMISSIONER BELL: Motion carries. The

next item of business would be the chairperson
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report. I don't have a report and the Chair did
not leave one with me, but I just want to share a
couple items with you that our overall mission is
to increase public confidence in the Detroit
Police Department providing accountability,
compliments, objectives and effective city
oversight; is our primary mission in terms of
bridging that gap between the police and
community.

And one of our chartered mandated duties
is that we wanted to 1lift up at this time and
hopefully in the future that our primary goal is
also that, we introduced to chief investigator
and supervising investigator, is the Office of
the Chief Investigator. And they play a very
meaningful role in our focal point in terms of
our charge.

And hopefully--we have this little
pamphlet that should be at the desk. If not,
pick one up. My understanding is that it's
something that officers carry throughout the City
of Detroit for the Detroit Police Department.

But basically, the Office of Chief Investigator
investigates allegations of police misconduct

that are non-criminal in nature posed by
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citizens. Matters that could potentially lead

to criminal prosecution are held by the

Police Department Special Standards Unit; so

there's a distinct difference.

Citizens may file a complaint, CCR,

on-line via Police Detroit wvia the City of

Detroit website. And hopefully on the website is

a great website versus in the past. The person

in the Office of the Chief Investigator during

the Board of Commissioner Meeting pretty much

comes out and interacts with the public also.

Investigation may take up to 90 days to complete.

Once completed they

are reviewed by the chief

investigator and the Board of Police

Commissioners Citizen Complaint Committee.

After the Board has reviewed the report

citizens are contacted by letter regarding the

investigation outcome and findings. All cases

are currently forwarded to the Chief of Police

Office for review.

Cases that are sustained,

officers found to be in violation of Department

Policy of the Law, are forwarded to the

Department Disciplinary, the Administration for

Disciplinary and Corrective Action.

Finally, citizens who wish to appeal

COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO
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decisions in their care may do so by requesting
appeal in writing and forward that request to the
Board Secretary. And the website will give you
information as far as their location. 1It's
rather easy to do.

We also entertain any concerns that good
will--when officers are doing a great job, we
want to hear from you also; not just in terms of
complaints. We want to be that mission in terms
of reaching out to you, and we want to hear all
the good stuff, not just the bad, in terms of
when you have that one encounter that's really
bad, but we also want to hear all the good
things that are happening. And, as we know, we
have a great Department in terms of providing
service 24/7. So I just wanted to share that
with you.

Commissioners, we talked about our
community meeting next month at Osborn High
School, and I have reached out to the principal
at Osborn High School and also that the Board of
Education Chief Stacy Bradkins, and they're on
board. They would welcome us. It's just a
matter of working out the details. We probably

have to move up the meeting to like 1:00 or 1:30
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because they get out of school at 3:00 and this
would be the focal point in reference to dealing
with young people. And I think that's in the
11th Precinct--no Number 9. I keep trying to
carry you over to the Number 9. We'll reach out
to Number 9 in terms of--that would be Captain
Cox.

Okay. We're looking forward to--we had
a great experience at East English Prep Academy
High School, and be want to continue working with
our young people and they can give us some
feedback. So that's something that we're working
on and perhaps we can make a final decision next
week at our next meeting. So I just wanted to
report out to you on that particular issue.

If we go forward, I guess, Assistant
Chief Dolunt.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Good evening.
Just a couple things first. As a rule of show
up, the Mayor is having his town hall meeting at
CAYMC this evening so most of them went there.
However, there are some key people here; Deputy
Chief Hall. Deputy Chief Fritzgerald just
stepped out. Captain Pritchett, Captain Mahone,

Captain Solana, Captain Tosqui and Sergeant
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Wisniewski.

Anyway, a couple things. First of all,
the next three months you will not be seeing
Deputy Chief Hall or Captain Tosqui because they
have been selected to go the prestigious FBI
Academy. And they deserve it. Both are going to
go and they'll be gone for three months. And
when they get back Commander Mahone is going to
go and Deputy Chief Joe Fresard has already
attended. So, anyway, I think that's a feather
in their caps, because I think they're both up
and comers in law enforcement and this is just
one more thing for them to have so I'm really
happy for them.

Also, I thought we had a fairly good
weekend with the Jazz Festival. We had tens of
thousands of people down there. Two minor
incidents; one in Greektown and one with the
Do It Yourself. We're not happy about that but
it did happen. As far as I know, those are the
only two incidents. That was on Friday. Deputy
Chief Fritzgerald and Commander Mahone were out
there, and for the most part it was well
received.

Also, I did see on Thursday I know
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Commissioner Bell showed up. I can't remember
any other commissioners showed up for the Grand
Chili, whatever you call it, contest. I guess
the Fire Department--last year they defeated us.
This year we spanked them. We did win and we got
a trophy for it so that was cool. That was nice.

Also, Field Day 1s Saturday at Butzel
Field. We're having a softball tournament,
basketball, kids hockey. I believe kids
basketball too. Tug-a-war; we're taking on Wayne
County. We have two female tug-a-war teams and
we're not calling them A or B. We're calling
them black and gray and they're going to go out
there and with any luck they will be like the
Williams sisters and go against each other for
the finals. 1It's a family thing and we'll win
either way.

The last thing I wanted to note and
we've been getting a lot of--the police law
enforcement have been getting some bad press.
And, unfortunately, members of the community are
getting bad press. I brought this up this
morning. And if you heard about it fine but you
probably haven't because it's not sensational

enough for the world news.
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There is a Florida police officer who
rides a motorcycle so he's a traffic cop and he
made a traffic stop. Unbeknownst to him the
individual inside was wanted for armed robbery.
Now, the officer is white. The driver of the car
was black. For whatever reason, well, not for
whatever. He didn't want to go to jail. He
Jjumped out and assaulted the white officer. The
key thing to this story is that three individuals
pulled up, three males, two black and one
Hispanic, and they went to the aide of the police
officer and they helped capture this guy.

The officer ended up going to the
hospital. But the fact that the citizens went
and helped this officer speaks volumes. It
didn't have to do with race. It didn't have to
do with sex. It had to do with a police officer
trying to do his job and a criminal. And I told
my officers that means a lot because the press
did not report that. And I think this whole
thing that's going on, it's sad. And those three
people, I don't know their names, they should be
recognized for what they did to help that officer
but no one is going to see that. And it's

unfortunate. We see a lot of bad things and we
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don't see the good in society. It's not just
police officers but everyone else. There's some

bad apples in every field, but when someone does
something good I think the media should jump on
that.

COMMISSIONER BELL: And, so George, from
the Detroit News, could you look that up? It was
in Florida. But the point is it was a good
story. I know you do good stories. I got it.
But this is a real good story. And with that,
I'm done talking.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: Can I please
make a comment?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: Talking about
good news stories, in today's paper, and I'm
sorry, I can't remember which one it was. There
was a wonderful, wonderful article. I was so
emotional when I read it, about Police Officer
Bell. That was a wonderful article. It just
depicts or talks about what police officers are
facing today and how young children or people
have this fear of police officers and it's like
unwarranted really because police officers are

there to help. They're there to protect, you
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know, and we need to educate our young people and
that was just fabulous.

If you haven't seen today's paper,
please check it out because it was wonderful on
Detroit Police. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: I'm sorry. I
forgot to mention, our Director of the Law
Department, Sonya Washington, is here. And I
know that because she told me to say she was
here.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Assistant Chief,
could you mention this memorial service
tomorrow.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Oh, how did I
forget that. I'm so sorry. There's no excuse
for that. Tomorrow the City of Detroit is having
a memorial service at Campus Martius. It starts
at 10 o'clock. The Chief cannot be there. The
assistant chief will be there representing him.
We do it every year since 9/11 because we lost a
lot of public safety members there and since
then. It's not just about 9/11. 1It's about what
we do every day.

So if you get a chance, it's at 10

o'clock at Campus Martius. 1It's short, not very
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long, and it's very nice. It's very patriotic as
well. And we put all our differences aside. The

community and the police and the fire, everyone
else, and we ban together to remember what a
tragic day that was.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir.
Captain.

CAPTAIN TOSQUI: Thank you to the Chair.
My name is Captain Eric Tosqui, Commanding
Officer of the 3rd Precinct. I would like to
introduce a couple of my staff members that are
here and neighborhood police officers. I have
Sergeant William Wisniewski, who is my right hand
man, and Sergeant Dawn Johnson, who is in charge
of the Beats. You all have a copy of my
presentation. I'm just going to go through some
of the bullet points briefly.

Boundaries of the 3rd Precinct roughly
are Highland Park to the north, the river, on the
south, to the west is Number 10 and Number 4
Precincts. To the east is Number 7. We are in
District 5 and 6, which is Commissioners
Brooks and Carter district.

Since we last met the 3rd Precinct has

assumed responsibility for part of downtown,
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which is now Scout Car Area 311. That's the west
side of Woodward. On or about September 19th we
will be assuming responsibility for what is now
Scout Car Area 713 and that will become Scout Car
Area 312. So the entire area of the Central
Business District will become a part of the 3rd
Precinct.

Also, around that date we will assume
responsibility for the entirety of Corktown.
Right now a small portion of Corktown by
Rosedale Park is the 4th Precinct, and so we will
assume responsibility for that as well.

In terms of demographics, population is
about 39 thousand or so broken in by since middle
Woodward, lower Woodward, Jeffries, Corktown,
Central Business, Wayne State, inside the
3rd Precinct, which is about approximately 32
thousand people. Detroit Institute of Arts
brings in about 600 thousand people every year.
We have events such as the Electricity Noel Night
and this coming Saturday is Down the Alley, which
brings between 50 thousand to 100 thousand people
depending on the event.

We have parades, the Corktown Parade,

which brings in about 50, 60 thousand people.
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International Auto Show brought in over 800
thousand, and of course, the International
Fireworks to the 3rd Precinct brings in over a
million people. That's by Downtown Services
Watch Report of the 3rd Precinct.

Another thing that's interesting to
note that I haven't really noted before is that
the 3rd Precinct, while small in population,
contains the largest amount of historic districts
in the entirety of Wayne County. And, in my
opinion, they have over 32 percent of all of the
historic districts of Wayne County are inside the
3rd Precinct and that includes not just buildings
but as mostly designated neighborhoods.

Some of the highlights of the events and
issues that we have partaken; we attend three
different meetings outside of Spartan Consett
versus Wayne State Consett run by Chief Holt. At
that one you see it's multiple community
partners--community partners, security partners
and different governmental agencies at that. We
also partner with Corktown in their community
concept meeting and that is also a mixture of
business, community and government officials of

that. And then we have Central Business District
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Consett that we attend and that is, again, with
business people in Central Business area and that
one and Corktown Consett are funded by
(inaudible) .

And I find that in the 3rd Precinct it
is very community driven. I often talk about
that precinct in terms of neighborhoods and
beats. With that, we have established that we
are operating four different beats. Corktown
beat, Midtown beat, Woodward beat, which we're in
Woodbridge right now, and then Woodbridge
officers actually have Woodbridge meeting which
is being held simultaneously, and Virginia Park
beat. And Virginia Park is north of West Grand
Boulevard just off of Woodward there.

Along this, and one of the things that
we talked about the last time that we met is I'm
big on bicycles, mountain bike use and foot
patrols and things like that. We had gotten the
grants from PNC Bank through the help of the
Public Safety Foundation which allocated us eight
Trek bicycles including all of the sirens and
equipment that's needed for that, so that was
very helpful. And, Shinola, which is located in

Midtown, built four bicycles for us, which I
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would say the value of those bikes are easily
between three and four thousand dollars. Those
bicycles were allocated to specific officers.

Two of the Corktown officers have those bicycles
and two of the Midtown officers have the bicycles
and they ride them just about every day.

One of the other issues, seeming it's

responsible for the new Scout Car Area 311, 1is
dealing with the Neighborhood Services
Organization otherwise known as the NSO.
Anybody that drives around the NSO will see that
there's a lot of blight issues around there and
we're looking for a good balance between helping
the poor and maintaining a safe neighborhood.

So, what we've done, is we've identified
through the help of my ordinance officer
Christopher Gibson, who many of the people in
this community know very, very well. We've
identified the property owners for the area
surrounding the neighborhood services
organization. We've written them letters saying
that they have to maintain their area, and we've
issued some citations to those residents for not
maintaining their area. I think that following

through on this we'll see some solvency around
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some issues.

So, along that line, we are working
with Pastor Chaviz in regards--he is acting as a
liaison between Delta Prep Academy because they
had some concerns, the parents had some concerns,
about bringing their kids to the Prep Academy
because of the proximity to the NSO. So we're
working directly with Pastor Chaviz on this. One
of my goals is to move the bus stop closer to the
Prep Academy, and I think that will help things
out as well.

Lastly, I want to talk about we had a
wonderful National Night Out on August 4th of
this year. If you attended any of the National
Night Outs you should definitely try to make one
of the 3rd Precinct ones. Very, very well
attended. We have some wonderful things going on
there, from Good Fellows being there to a variety
of different volunteers.

One of our volunteers is in the
audience, and I'd like to recognize, Charita
Smith, who is not only a great volunteer for the
3rd Precinct but she is the 3rd Precinct
Community Relations Counsel Person. One of the

volunteers was a group that, to my regret, this
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Commission did not--chose not to recognize today.
I put this group in as the Outstanding
Community Service award nominee for the 3rd
Precinct, and that was Dental Choice Mobile.

Dental Choice Mobile; they do not have a
brick and mortar store. They're not a dentist
office as you would think. But they are a mobile
unit that goes out to different events when
they're called upon and provide dental services.
Dental Choice Mobile has helped the 3rd Precinct
out in three different events so far for this
year. The first being the George Crockett
Academy, which is right down the street here at
Grand River and Warren, where they donated a
bicycle and that was part of raffle that went out
to fifty campers who attended the Avengers Camp.

The second was at 15th Street Block Club
in the 3rd Precinct where Dental Choice Mobile
came out and helped out with sixty children or
sixty people at the block club providing free
dental exams and free dental cleaning.

And, the last, which I personally
witnessed and was extremely humbled by, was on
August 4th at the National Night Out where Dental

Choice Mobile gave free cleanings and x-rays to
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150 children. I, having health care all my life,
when I saw this and I saw the Dental Choice
Mobile handing out toothbrushes and some parents
were--they were handing out toothpaste, and
parents were saying can I get a couple more. And
I'm realizing that this is the first time that
some of these children have had teeth cleaning.

I was so humbled and it brought me to my knees
and I said we have to do something about this.
And so I recommend to this Board that they
receive the Outstanding Community Service Award.

Unfortunately, this Board decided not to
do it. And the reason I was given is that Dental
Choice Mobile and Mr. Cheeks, the owner of that,
does not live in the City and Dental Choice
Mobile is not a City Building.

Well, I argued that it's a mobile unit
so it can go anywhere. It doesn't have a brick
and mortar store. And Mr. Cheeks was born and
raised in the City of Detroit but he does not
live in the city of Detroit now. So to me, that
just represents some of this divide, it's us
versus them, divide. And I think that we have to
get away from that.

I would encourage this Board at a later
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date to revisit this idea of providing Dental
Choice Mobile with a resolution as it does for
other things. To give an example, at the 4th
Precinct I recall that we gave an award to
Marathon. Clearly Marathon has a refinery in the
4th Precinct, but Marathon's corporate offices
are not in the 4th Precinct. Marathon is a
worldwide company.

Let's say we have philanthropists that
decide to help out the City of Detroit. Do we
not provide that philanthropist with an award or
any kind of recognition if they don't live in the
City or they don't have a specific stakeholder in
the City? I don't believe that we can afford to
do that.

In this case, seeing those kids get
their teeth cleaned, something that I take for
granted; something that some of us with dental
insurance decide not to do because we don't want
the hassle or the pain of going to the dentist.
But seeing these young neighborhood kids I think
it's worth the recognition. So I appreciate the
opportunity to bring this up at this point. I
will open up for questions.

COMMISSIONER BELL: I just want to say,
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Captain, we are not aware, or least I'm not. We
haven't been aware of that. Perhaps we can
debrief it at a later date and time in reference
to what has transpired. So we will look into it.
Commissioners, any other questions?

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: I would just
recommend that we take seriously the
recommendation of the Captain to consider this
Dental Choice Mobile as a candidate for
resolution. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: When did you
submit your request?

CAPTAIN TOSQUI: I submitted it the
beginning of August; somewhere on or about
August 11th. I submitted a presentation to the
Board of Commissioners and the Outstanding
Community Service Award at that time. And then
it was up to the chain of the Chief. I know that
we had--the chief has prepared a citation, but we
were told that that was not going to be the case,
which is why someone else is on the Agenda as
receiving an award today.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Well, we will take
time in seriously considering that after we

figure out what has transpired. Any other
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comments?

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: To the Chair, I
was not aware that that request was awarded also.
In regard to that, I make a Motion that we
consider that.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: I support that
Motion.

COMMISSIONER BELL: And its been
properly moved and supported. The Motion to
support Captain's recommendation to consider
resolution. Any other discussion?

(None responded.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Those in favor?
(All stated aye.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?
(None responded.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Motion carries.
Thank you.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Next we have
Deputy Chief Hall who wanted to report on Slow
Roll.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Good evening to the
Board. Rene Hall, Deputy Chief, Detroit Police
Department. I Jjust want to talk about--I

understand that Slow Roll was a major issue at
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the last board meeting. Myself A.C. Dona,
Commander Berrin, we met with Jason Hall who is
the organizer of Slow Roll. One of the

things that was mis-stated is the Detroit Police
Department is very active in Slow Roll and these
officers are off-duty and working in secondary
employment capacity.

Slow Roll does pay for police services
for their bike rides. This bike riding is very
beneficial to the City in its image. For the
first time we have individuals who want to ride
their bikes in neighborhoods; and not specific
neighborhoods. They ride their bikes in all
neighborhoods across the City, and we think it's
a good thing for the City.

We do recognize there are some
challenges here, and we met to rectify most of
these situations. The bike rides take place
between the months of March and October. March
to about June they have about 15 hundred riders.
June, July and August they get about 3 thousand
riders, and then it falls back off in September
when kids go back to school and their parents are
back working and dropping them off at school to

about 15 hundred people.
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What we recognize is that the impact of
the roads and the citizens is a greater impact by
vehicles, scout car vehicles, so we reduced that
to motor vehicles so our traffic enforcement
officers would ride along side creating less of a
traffic jam; also ensuring that the officers that
are working this detail would break up the bike
riding in intervals to allow pedestrian as well
as vehicular traffic to flow on a regular basis.

We did also rectify a situation that the
routes would be solidified a week and a half out
so we would see exactly where they're going to go
selecting those routes that would be less
impacting on the citizens. So rather than riding
in high residential areas, maybe those areas that
are least populated, but still allowing them to
tour the rest of the City.

We got the complaints that there's
alcohol consumption. We did find out that 70
percent of the individuals who ride in the Slow
Roll are registered. They pay their dues in
order to ride, but there are those road riders,
which is about thirty percent. What we have done
from the Police Department standpoint, and we

even started after our meeting, is ensuring
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that we're ticketing those individuals who are
possessing alcohol, open intox, and who may be
causing some type of havoc in making the Slow
Roll a much more of a rogue event and not an
organized event. So we're doing our part from
the enforcement standpoint to insure that this is
a safe and fun ride.

We addressed all the areas of traffic
control, alcohol consumption and routes. So we
think we have it solidified. Their last ride
will be Halloween where they'll dress up in
costumes, and that should be the last time we
deal with it until March of next year. And we
think we have the issues rectified for the most
part. Are there any questions?

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioners.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you, Chair.
What's being done to educate the citizens so the
citizens can know the route?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: That is one of the
things that we talked about in identifying the
route a week and a half. Just flyer the area and
talking to the citizens. And that's going to be
handled by Downtown Services who works in that

secondary capacity. But they will put flyers on
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the doors, leave numbers for Downtown Services,
so if citizens have any questions they can
contact us, or concerns, and maybe we can
reconsider the route, if necessary.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Any hopes of the
media getting involved; whether it is the news,
TV, radio?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: We did not discuss
that, but I think that's a great idea. We can
make sure that the route is put out over the air,
over the airways, as well as media, television
and everyone will know exactly where they'll be
riding. So maybe they want to steer clear of the
area or if they want to join in.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you,

Chief.

BISHOP VANN: I just wanted to thank you
because I think that the clarity needed to be--
needed to take place. My observation, of course,
has been that, you know, with a large contingent
of bicycles, three thousand or more, that I've
seen several times there were no intervals of
pressure of the bicycles, which was what was
causing the problem. It's not the bicycles. It

is not the cycling. It's not anything like
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that. For me, my concern was that traffic was
impeded for a long and protractive period of time
and pedestrians as well.

So I think that a great solution is
being able to put it in the intervals where
necessary and I really appreciate your leadership
in that.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Thank you, sir.

Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: That's exactly
what I was going to say is that Commissioner
Burton is not here, but he has raised it at a
couple of our meetings that it's the interval,
and he's getting a lot of complaints from
community residents. And how are we addressing
those complaints to the community? I mean, we
know what you're saying to us and we do want
people to come and bike in our neighborhoods and
areas, but how are the residents being addressed,
you know, their concerns being addressed?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: That's one of the
things--because we didn't get the complaints.

The complaints that the commissioner had, I have
patrol and I did not know that these complaints

were out there. So what we're doing now is, like
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I said before, with the routes being a week and a
half in advance, letting the citizens know that
they're going to be in the area. If they have
some concerns we're going to be there to talk to
them. And if we need to adjust those routes we
will.

We do have officers and supervisors out
during the routes to ensure that we are spacing
them out in intervals, allowing people to come
out of their residence when they're ready to come
out of their residence. So everybody is happy
and we have a great bike riding event as well as
happy citizens. That's our goal.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: So can you
explain to me what the intervals are? Are you
talking about like 100 or 200 people at a time
stopping five minutes? Could you walk me through
it?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Well, it's like a
parade. If you have traffic coming in a
direction that needs to go across then you break
the bicycles off and let traffic come through.

As long as there is no--let's say we're going
northbound and east and west traffic. If there's

no east and west traffic we'll let the bikes
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continue. But then if there's traffic in various
parts, we'll have the officers on their
motorcycles to break off and allow the bicycles
to ride and give the space for traffic to flow.
And then the bicycles will come in intervals
through that intersection and allow for there to
be bicycles and then vehicular traffic, bicycles,
vehicular traffic.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: So do you
synchronize them with the traffic lights as much
as possible?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: That is
where--it has not been done. That's the
direction we're moving in. That's one thing
we're realizing that's not being done. We were
keeping the bicycles all together to appease the
bicyclists, but we now recognize that is a major
issue and we're moving to synchronize it with
traffic and traffic lights.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: And if you do
that I think there will be less complaints if
you're able to synchronize it as much as
possible.

COMMISSIONER BROOKS: I have something.

Did I understand you to say that you have
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motorcycles, police on motorcycles, now rather
than in the cars?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER BROOKS: I think that's a
great idea because people were wondering why
there were so many cars, four and five police
cars, and i1if they needed one they're all there.
So I think that's a great idea.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Who picks the
route?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: The route is
selected by the Slow Roll organizer, but now that
route will be selected through Captain Petty and
his staff along with the organizer so that we
choose a less impacting route.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: When we do parades
in the City they require a permit. Is Slow Roll
required to have a permit for their function?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: They don't
necessarily require a permit, but because they go
through the Police Department with the secondary
piece, we kind of coordinate it to ensure that
all the necessary areas as met. But if that is a

suggestion that you want them to pull a permit,
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they will be pulling a permit every week because
they ride every single week.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Just curious.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Commissioners, any
other comments or questions? Thank you, DC Hall.
I think, Mr. Secretary, make sure that we
highlight that in the Minutes for Commissioner
Burton because he had a great deal of passion
about it. But I would hope that, Commissioners,
when you have a concern you should really contact
the Chief or the Assistant Chief or the Deputy
Chief. ©Let them know if you're getting those
type of complaints relative to one or two or
major issues like that, let them know. We
shouldn't have to wait until a public forum when
we air those concerns out. They can already be
on top of it. But, if they're not aware, just
like citizens, if you don't bring it to our
attention how can we rectify it. So this has
been very, very helpful and I thank you, once
again, for your due diligence and being on top of
these issues.

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: I have one more
announcement, if I can, through the Chair. We

have a job fair geared toward our Hispanic
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population in the 4th Precinct, September 18th.
It's at the 4th Precinct on September 18th. We
did recognize Commissioner Dewalsche. We heard
you that we are disproportionately represented on
the Police Department with our Hispanic
population. So what we have to rectify that
situation is we have a job fair in the 4th
Precinct.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: Thank you very
much. Are there flyers or materials that we can
distribute?

DEPUTY CHIEF HALL: There are flyers and
we will get them to you immediately.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Mr. Chair, I concur
with what you said about the complaints. Because
I have Captain here, and the Lieutenant in the
back and they take great care of District 7. I
just wanted to acknowledge both gentlemen.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you. They
will appreciate that too; that time of
interaction.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Captain
Tosqui, it's my understanding that the owner of
the Dental Mobile has shown up.

CAPTAIN TOSQUI: I didn't recognize
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that Mr. Cheeks was here in the audience as I was
going through--I thought--so I know we have a
Certificate of Appreciation for him from the
Police Department. If it's appropriate, I would
like to bring up Mr. Cheeks to have him receive
it at this time and at a later time come for
resolution.

COMMISSIONER BELL: We can do it at this
time. Continue.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: What you do means
a lot to bring him to his knees, Mr. Hard
Core himself, he try to be; it really touched him
deep to his heart. 1It's a personal thank you.
Thank you for doing that to the community. So
Eric, go ahead.

CAPTAIN TOSQUI: So we have a
Certificate of Appreciation from the 3rd Precinct
and from the City of Detroit Police Department
for your involvement in community services to the
City of Detroit for your efforts in the
community. You demonstrate spirit and commitment
that is truly worthy of recognition. Signed by
Chief Craig, September 10, 2015, and this one is
presented September 10, 2015 for the great work

you do in the lives of youth in the City of
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Detroit.
MR. CHEEKS: I appreciate it.
COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Do you want to say
something?

MR. CHEEKS: Yes. 1I'd like to say I
started this opportunity about seven years ago.
I'm from Detroit; went to Henry Ford High School.
I went away for under grad at Eastern Michigan
University and then University of Michigan. And
I know it's an opportunity--I know it's a
privilege to come back to Detroit, because of the
saturation of oral hygiene. It needs it more.
This is where, particularly, my business is. I
don't call them customers, but this is where the
need is needed.

I work a lot with DPS diligently, with
the schools. I deal with churches, camps and day
care centers. So basically just trying to put a
face with the school system because of the No
Child Left Behind Program for the oral hygiene.
So we give out the opportunity for the free
cleanings and exams because I know that most
children are not making their business to the
dentist.

So I appreciate the award and I hope I
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can continue to provide my service to Detroit.

COMMISSIONER BELL: And that's crucial,
especially for a young brother like yourself.

I think it's crucial. And I'm humbled by the
captain reporting out and the way he reported
out. We appreciate that.

MR. CHEEKS: Thank you for having me. I
appreciate it.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Before we move on to
the next item on the Agenda, I'd like to bring up
the young lady from the 3rd Precinct Police
Community Relation, the Chair President.
Introduce yourself and I think it is sort of
crucial that you serve in that capacity that we
acknowledge you and give you the opportunity to
address this audience and the Board.

MS. SMITH: Okay. Thank you. My name
is Rita Smith. I am the incoming president.

I've been president for the last two years. The
only thing I would want to say is, Assistant
Chief Dolunt, he was our Commanding Officer
before Captain Tosqui, so you know we need some
additional officers in our precinct so that we
can get a few more patrols up going north at our

district at our precinct and we would love that.
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Because you were our commanding officer. I know
you know it. I'll put that out there. So I just
want to say that we can use--and earlier when you
were talking about Captain Tosqui going to the
FBI class. And I had a meeting with him not too
long ago and he told me about that, and I told
him it was well deserved.

We really do have a great captain; a
community-oriented captain. He came into the
precinct and immediately went out into the
community and started meeting with us and so
forth. But I would say this, and I'm saying
this--I don't want to get anybody in trouble, but
Captain Tosqui also Assistant Chief Dolunt, he
knows I'm very--1I speak my mind. He was our
commanding officer. He knows I speak my mind and
so forth.

And when you were talking earlier about
young people being afraid of the police and
things like that and so forth; people that come
out and work with the police, we're not afraid of
the police. People who do not come out and work
with the police are afraid. And one of the
things that we are trying to do very hard in the

3rd Precinct is to get more residents to come to
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the meetings. Because I think when you come to
the meetings you have a different outlook about
the police.

But some of the things that happened,
such as what happened with the black tennis
player recently, those things don't help. You
know, some of us that grew up in the '50s and
'60s in Detroit, we remember some really horrible
police things that went on in our communities.
And so some of us who didn't move on and come out
and start working with the police, we haven't
gotten over those things, okay. There's a lot of
people that still remember the way the Police
Department was in Detroit in the '50s and '60s
and the '70s. We're all alive. Most of us are
alive.

So if we still have some of those
memories and we pass them on and if we don't come
out and work with the police to find out that
some of those things are not still true, we don't
still have all of those bad apples in the police,
that those things don't change.

So it behooves everyone to, you know
--and I know, this is Sharon; she works really

hard. She's a good volunteer. People like her
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and myself and there's a few others back there I
see; that you see them at every meeting. You see
them everywhere. We're working very hard to tell
the community you need to come out and get to
know your officers. Once you get to know the
Police Department you'll feel totally, totally
different about it. But those things die hard.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you. We
appreciate your remarks.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: President Smith has
brought up an excellent point about the manpower
issues. How many Academy classes do we currently
have?

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: We have one
Academy right now. As a matter of fact, we just
had a meeting today about manpower and people
that are signed out to various districts and
people who are on restricted duty, wvarious
medical formalities. And we're having another
meeting Monday. We are in the process of getting
people back to work, get on the bus or get off,
and doing a good job there.

So we have one class—--the goal was one
class a month. And the fortunate part is that

while we have hundreds show up, we don't want to
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go back to where we were in maybe part of the
early '80s when I came on where people that were
in my class had no business wearing a police
uniform. So unfortunately a lot of people do not
pass the first couple phases. But the ones who
did I think are of a higher caliber than when I
came on, and I can say that because there are
people in my class who went to jail as police
officers for doing drugs. Because there was a
huge push in the '80s they were so short of
manpower. And I think that the director and the
entire recruiting team are doing a much better
job of finding people. The hard part is that the
$15.24 an hour to risk your life is a bit much.
But there's people applying.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: What's being done
about the salaries; because that is an issue?

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: We're bankrupt.
And I'm sure the Mayor, if he had some money,
would try to do more. We are losing people to
the suburbs. It's not a good thing. They all
make more than we do. They all have better
benefits than we do. I don't think their
departments are better than ours. I honestly

believe in my heart we have some of the best
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officers in the country. And for them to keep
doing what they're doing, what they're being paid
says a lot about the ones that stay.

I understand people leaving because they
have families. I get it. And I'm glad that not
all six hundred have showed up to be hired. I
don't want to undergo such scrutiny like we were
back in the day with police brutality. Some of
us, you know, back in those days had to live
through it, and we are all tainted by some bad
apples. But the ones who made it through, I
think show up in this community. You guys as
leaders, some of you are not here, but anyway
we're trying.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Any other questions,
comments?

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: I just want to
reiterate something that I said in the previous
meeting, because we're in the community, but this
current class, i1f I recall, is one of the most
diverse classes that we've had in recent times.
Our--at least since I've been on the commission.
You know, we have more females. We have more
African American candidates or student police

officers, Hispanics.
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It's just I'm so impressed with the
effort that was made to recruit for this class
and I hope it continues, because one of the
things that we have to do is we have to insure
that our Police Department mirrors our community
as much as possible. If we're going to get, you
know, that community engagement, you know, our
officers have to represent our community and so
we're doing--I think we're on that path and so
thank you for that.

BISHOP VANN: I'm just wondering about
the numbers as well. I think we mentioned this
several times. We knew what the number was that
you gave us as well, but the net gain of police
officers or are we through the Academy with the
attrition that we're having, are we keeping up
with attrition through the net gain coming out of
the Academies? Are we losing ground? Per year? If
you were to take the number per year of retirees
and people separating from the Department and
then take the number of people coming through the
Academy how would that--

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: It's going to
take six months to get through the Academy. So

the people we're hiring now, we won't see
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probably until December or January, and at which
time we're throwing some people hopefully on the
exam. I would say we're losing five to ten a
month at least. So if you have thirty come in
this month, it takes you six months to get out,
I've lost sixty people. Last I looked at it, we
were 130 something short on police officers; 130
down. We're also down 70 sergeants, 3
lieutenants and detectives. So we're trying. I
give them all the accolades for trying. I don't
want to lower the standards; I don't. Citizens
deserve professional police officers. I get the
fact that we need more bodies. I don't need a
body that can't perform up to the standards that
the citizens of Detroit deserve.

COMMISSTIONER BELL: If there's no other
comments, I appreciate the Assistant Chief
responding, and as we know, some of us hired in,
it wasn't about the money. I mean, I took a pay
cut when I hired in in '71. You know, I wanted
a change of career. And a lot of people
recruited because they wanted a different career
path. Money helps but that was not the issue,
and I think it is also about policing and

firefighters. They want to serve in that
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capacity.

And we are very blessed when a person
raises their right hand when they graduate from
the Police Academy and from the Fire Academy.

And that's why a memorial service is crucial to
say thank you each and every day for their
service because it's a commitment. And

there's no other job--the military you go to war,
you come back; you know how that go; but

policing is 2/47. The last three meetings I have
attended and NPOs, I think this Board need to
recognize NPOs because they're getting calls 2, 3
o'clock in the morning of people inquiring
about--you know, I said wow, that used to be
reserved for homicide when they got an emergency.
But they are going beyond their call and
entertaining those texts and e-mails.

So we need to really look at that in
terms of recognizing them now in the future,
future months, to really say thank you and give
them some type off appreciation from this Board.
I think that would really be helpful in terms of
not just saying thank you. But giving them
something in terms of those accolades. I think

that would be a blessing to them. So keep that

RISVl hansonreporting.com
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9/10/2015

Page 49
in mind.
I guess we can move on. Committee
reports. So we don't have any. We're still
working that up. I just want to share one

committee report; that would be the newsletter
that the Board Secretary, Mr. George Anthony

put together. I hope that you will take time to
pick up a copy or two copies. It's excellent and
the person that we're profiling is our new
Commissioner Deputy Brooks, better known as
Betty. She happens to be all over this
newsletter, and you get an idea of what this
commissioner has been involved in over the years.
So we appreciate that. Please take time to read
it and thank you, Mr. Anthony, for putting this
together.

Any new business? On the resolution
we're going to postpone Mr. Bill Wilborne because
he is attending his love of his 1life, Tuskeegee
Airman meeting tonight, and we make sure that we
honor him where he can be present because, you
know, he's given so much over the years and he
would be here but that's his commitment.

So we would move on to certificate of

appreciation. Is Michael Thomas here?
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Mr. Thomas, would you come forward.

Commissioner Moore, would you read the
Certificate of Appreciation.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: I just want to read
to you this narrative about Mr. Michael Thomas.
Early Saturday morning on July 11, 2015 at
approximately 1:50 a.m. an unidentified man armed
with a handgun approached and forced two Detroit
women into an alley in the area of Pilgrim and
Manor to sexually assault them.

Mr. Michael Thomas, who lives in the
area, heard the women screams as well as the man
telling them to shut up. Mr. Thomas yelled out
to distract the man and called 9/1/1. He also
alerted his neighbors. Mr. Thomas then armed
himself with a wooden stick and went into the
alley where he confronted the man. He took a
swing at the man but the man escaped.

The two women were rescued and escorted
back onto the street. Mr. Thomas' quick and
decisive action averted the potential for more
serious harm to the victims. The Detroit Board
of Police Commissioners awards Mr. Thomas the
Certificate of Appreciation from the BOP in

recognition of his unselfish act of heroism and
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bravery in rescuing two victims of sexual
assault. We congratulate you, Mr. Michael
Thomas.

MR. THOMAS: How is everyone this
evening? I did something that I think, you know,
anybody should have done. You--because, you
know, you just don't--you don't do things like
that. Those ladies, you know, I see them. They
still in my neighborhood, you know, and they
thank me every time they see me, and I tell them
to stay safe and don't walk the streets at 1
o'clock in the morning because it's dangerous out
there.

So, you know, they appreciate me and the
neighborhood appreciates me now. You know,
nobody knew me until then, but after that
happened the whole community knows me. Everybody
rides past me and they waive at me and thank me.
And I have been to a couple community meetings in
the neighborhood and everybody is real nice. I
would do it again. I would do it again.

COMMISSIONER BELL: And, I just want to
say on behalf of the Board, that's why we
recognize you and appreciate you because you

stepped up. You did not hesitate. You did not
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pause. You responded, and I assume that you're a
part of the criminal justice system in terms of
being a witness to whatever has transpired. And
I think that recognition is really important that
this Board recognize that type of hero; a person
who did not hesitate, but came forward to deal
with a serious situation. And on behalf of the
Board of Commissioners, thank you for offering
that type of service to the community.

MR. THOMAS: And thank you all for
recognizing me.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Mr. Chair, I would
like to make a Motion to approve that Certificate
of Appreciation.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: Second.

COMMISSIONER BELL: The Chair would
entertain a Motion. And you heard the Motion.
Ready for discussion. Those in favor, aye?

(A1l said aye.)
COMMISSIONER BELL: Those opposed?
(None responded.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Motion
carries. Thank you, Commissioner Moore.

Old business. Announcements. Our next

meeting will be Thursday, September 17, 2015 at 3
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o'clock at Detroit Public Safety Headquarters,
1301 Third Street, Michigan Room. At this time I
would like to open the door for oral
communication from the audience. But before I do
that, I want to--we have representatives from a
couple of elected officials. I'd like to have
them stand up, introduce themselves. So we
appreciate--we all know this young man. He
represents the one and only.

MR. DIVERS: Marcus Divers, Community
Liaison for the Honorable Cushingberry of the
City Council.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.

MR. KENDICE: Good evening, everyone.

My name is Kendice and I bring you greetings from
Coleman Alexander Young, II. As always, 1if
there's anything we can do for you give us a
call.

COMMISSIONER BELL: I just want to
appreciate you because Council Cushingberry and
State Senator Coleman Young always have someone
attending our meetings. And when they're at
other meetings we sometimes bump into one
another, so that's the support of the State

Senator and Council Cushingberry.
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Any other official or representatives
of officials in the room? Any members of the
audience that this is your first meeting. Please
stand and just give your brief name, please, if
this is your first meeting of the.

MS. BENNETT: I'm Vera Bennett. I'm an
intern at Wayne State University. And I'm doing
my internship at the Rosedale Grandmont
Development Corporation. And I'm working with
safety, Neighborhood Safety, and that's why I'm
here tonight.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.

MS. BURGMAN: My name is Rita Burgman
and T am a new employee of the Grandmont Rosedale
Development Corporation. My main position is to
get involved in community here; what the concerns
are, and find out what we can do in my community
as well as the City of Detroit to hopefully pull
that into communication. So hello.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you.

MR. LEWIS: My name is Al Lewis. I'm a
life-long resident of Detroit. I also offer my
platform in dealing with guns and drugs and
hopefully I'll get a chance to talk to you in a

few about some things that is on the table right
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now that we need to address.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you and thank
you for your attendance. We appreciate--you
could have been downtown but you're here tonight.

We appreciate that. We're going to have open mic

for about two minutes per person. Just please
give your name and be respectful. This is your
opportunity.

MS. PENNEL: Sharon Pennel. I just want
the community to know that the Police is
transporting us over to Martius Campus (sic) in
the morning. You gotta be there by 8:30, but you
don't have to worry about paying for parking
because they'll have a police bus to take us down
there and bring us back to 1301 Michigan for the
memorial service.

MR. DIVER: Mr. Chairman, I'm Arthur
Diver. I'm a Chair--Not Chair, but the
community--I also Chair the Winship Community
Association, but I'm here on behalf of Councilman
Cushingberry. I'm his liaison. I just wanted to
bring to your attention the fact that you've
honored two men here who have performed
outstanding service; providing safety or

assistance to persons who could have been greatly
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injured.

But I do think that there is not enough
recognition, public recognition, and I've made
this statement before. If people see that they
are going to be honored for unselfish service you
will get some people who will be willing to
cooperate. You have a stigma out there that we
don't want to work with the police and it's
widespread. And so I think if you give--if given
these two individuals on the radio, newspaper,
whatever sources that you can get in command, get
the information out there that it is an honor to
provide service to protect the lesser person who
cannot protect themselves.

But if you give them this service, let
them know that you think it's an honor to serve
and to help other people. And I think if this is
done you will get more people and you will have a
better--people will have a better understanding
of police work and be willing to cooperate.
That's what you really need. You want
cooperation. You want someone to step forward in
an emergency situation. Even though they take
their life in their own hands, they can be

injured in that process, but they do it anyway.

RISVl hansonreporting.com
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9/10/2015

Page 57

And, to me, that is something that we
ought to proudly welcome this sort of service.
And I don't know which one of you, Mr. Bell, or
whatever it is, but that should make a determined
consistent effort to get the word out there. Let
them know somebody care. Somebody is willing to
provide service, create safety for the less
important. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir. Any
others?

MR. WOODS: I introduce myself a minute
ago. I'm Al Woods, life-long resident of
Detroit. I lived through the riots, through the
heroine, through the crack, through the YBI; the
whole nine. Right now my mission is to give
myself to public service and try to help our
young people, because I know that a lot of them
will listen and they can be helped.

But the main reason that I'm here today,
haven't been able to sleep well, is because I'm
hearing a lot about the heroine problem coming
back to Detroit. 1I've lived through it. I'm a
former heroine addict myself, and I know that we
really haven't recovered from the first bout. We

can't afford for heroine to come back in this
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City. Right now we're on the rebound. And I
know many of you don't know the effects and
whatnot of heroine, but I'm telling you, you
can't let it back up in here.

We have to work and do something. For
me, as I say, I'm giving myself to service. I'm
divorcing my job so I can work full-time; whether
I go in the system, any kind of way that I can
help and be of service I'm here. I do have a
plan because I know that we need to work on
getting the community and the police more
involved together. We gotta break down this
snitch code. 1It's not like it used to be. Now
we letting everybody kill our own relatives and
not say anything.

Being short, I know I can be of
assistance. If there's anything you want to talk
about, about the plan, I'll leave a couple of my
cards. Anybody interested, we can talk about it.

COMMISSIONER DOLUNT: Mr. Woods, if it's
okay, could you give a card to Captain Salone.
He's from our Major Violators.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Any others?

MR. SCOTT: Good evening. Byron Scott.

First of all, I wanted to give a note of kudos to

RISVl hansonreporting.com
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9/10/2015

Page 59

Mr. Bell for the piece that you wrote. There was
a discussion about whether the current black
lives matter effort--was that you?

COMMISSIONER BELL: No.

MR. SCOTT: Well, somebody wrote it and
it sounded like you. It said Mississippi so I
thought it was you.

COMMISSIONER BELL: I have to make sure
I read it.

MR. SCOTT: Anyway, 1t was well done so
I attributed it to you. Let me say what I want
to say is that the City of Detroit has been very
negligent, in my opinion, especially the Law
Department, in providing freedom information
FOIA requests. There's one FOIA request that one
of the individuals I know has been asking for for
about a year attempting to find the name of an
officer that was involved in a particular
situation and there's been no response.

I know Ms. Ha has a lot to do;
nonetheless, you can't run a City like that. You
can't run a City and ask people to submit freedom
of information--the whole idea was to get the
information so that people can respond to it.

I think, you know, maybe you need to ask her to
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come here and ask her what's the hold up. Is it
personnel? But the request needs to be processed.
They really do.

And I'm with the Chief in terms of going
back to the old days. One of the principle
things that's transparency. When you don't have
transparency you have little or no communication
or no respect for the system. And that
transparency is communicated when citizens
attempt to get information.

You can't have a democracy if you do not
have access to information. So let me say that;
and that's a problem. But I can speak with whom
ever about the issues.

The other thing I talked to the Chief--
Assistant Chief, I talked to her about a stop or
Stay, whatever you want to call it, on the east
side in relationship to the task force and the
group just dealing with prostitution and the
confiscation of vehicles on the east side. And
it wasn't so much that that hasn't been going on
for a long period of time, even though it's
draconian in my opinion, to ask people to pay
$900 to get a vehicle back.

The response was after she and her

RISVl hansonreporting.com
| COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9/10/2015

Page 61

husband or her fiance encountered the matter and
she tried to get the money, she called the
impound and the impound was attempting to act
like it was a verbal carjacking; saying are you
going to get the car or are we going to have to
take it. You got $900 or we're going to take it.
You know, we have to have more civility than
that.

And, finally, the masks that were worn,
or allegedly worn, by the individuals involved,
and I know has to be undercover, but I think just
in terms of the imagery at this particular time
in history, that's certainly not a good thing in
relationship to how we deport dealing with Vice.
I just want to bring that to your attention.

I believe you might be able to speak
about it, but I just wanted to put it on the
record. And the reason why I mentioned the
FOIA requests is because the family that had been
involved where two neighbors fought each other
and one died recently, they're trying to get
information about that and they would like to get
it as soon as possible. And I talked to Mr.
Moore about that.

So I think this FOIA request situation
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is a real challenge. And that was even a matter
in the Kellum case that 113 days was far too long
to try to get any information. You can't--I find
it difficult logically and respectfully to
appreciate that and I think we have to change it.
Thank you very much.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Thank you, sir. I'm
going to assume that we are closing out on
Mr. Scott's remarks. I just want to make one
final comment. Attorney Linda Bernard, will you
hold that September 22nd flyer up. There are
copies outside. Hopefully you will pick up one.
This forum is coming together on September 22nd
and we invite all you and your friends in support
to come out for that evening at Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church. And the date and time, all the
information is there, that we're just trying to
galvanize support and awareness in reference to
our concern about getting reinstated in December.
So I just want to keep that before you and make
you aware of it.

And I'd like to see Captain Cox, we
mentioned you the earlier, thank you for your
attendance from the 9th Precinct. And we are

changing our schedule to, I think, the third week
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in October. We were working up to attend Osborn
High School in your area and I made contact with
one of the principals there and we want to work
together with you and Chief Stacey Bratkins to
have a forum probably in that 1:30, 2 o'clock.
We haven't finalized it but I just want to make
you aware that we want to have interaction with
Osborn High School and hopefully we will have
your support and cooperation in terms of going
forward with that type of forum.

COMMISSIONER SHELBY: I'd like to
recognize Captain Pritchett. He does a fine job
responding to requests. We're waiting for our
building too.

COMMISSIONER BELL: Along with Number 5,
7. It's all going to happen sooner or later.

And thank all of our DPD family for coming out to
our meeting. I know you wanted to be downtown at
Coleman A. Young, but we compelled you to be here
with us, and we appreciate that and we appreciate
you. Also, I would hope that we will see you
tomorrow at 10 o'clock. And, if not, don't
forget we mentioned about the Field Day. I will
see you at 10 o'clock on the Field Day. Please

come out and that should be a great interaction
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too. So we have a busy weekend starting with the
memorial service and then the fun day at the
Field Day.

And, as we close out, are there any
other comments from commissioners? If not the
Chair would entertain a Motion to Adjourn.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: So moved.

COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: Support.

COMMISSIONER BELL: It's been properly,
moved. Those in favor?

(All stated aye.)

COMMISSIONER BELL: Motion passed. No

nays. Thank you.

(The proceedings concluded at 7:53
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CERTIVFICATE

I, Sherrayna Coleman, do hereby certify
that T have recorded stenographically the
proceedings had in the meeting, at the time and
place forth, and I do further certify that the
foregoing transcript, consisting of (65) pages,
is a true and correct transcript of my said

stenographic notes.

%\MW

July 27,

2015 errayna Coleman
R 6485
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